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Are you thinking of getting a buy-to-let property or have you become an “accidental landlord”?  

These are 10 things you may not have thought of.

1 Always take photograph ID from any prospective tenant.
2 Next of kin information can be useful (if there is a problem with the tenant or even if you need to chase rent arrears after the tenant leaves).

3 Consider whether you should ask for a guarantor and ensure the guarantors are parties to any amendments to the tenancy arrangement.

4 You will need a specialist who is registered with Gas Safe to certify the gas appliances and a specialist registered with the Electrical Safety Register to certify your electrical installations. These will need renewing annually.

5 New legislation says that you may need an energy performance certificate and you will have to provide that to your tenant.

6 Have you told your mortgage lender?  They could recall the mortgage if you do not disclose that the property is being let.

7 You should register the deposit with an approved scheme and serve the prescribed information within 30 days. You could end up paying the tenant up to 3 times the sum of the deposit if you fail to comply with the legislation.

8 Consider holding an additional deposit for tenants who want to keep pets as you may need to spend more on cleaning carpets of repairing chewed/scratched doors etc. when the tenant leaves.

9 You will need building insurance which is suitable for tenanted properties to cover injury caused to tenants or any of their visitors. There are many specialists who provide landlord cover and may cover loss of rent too.

10 Take photographs of the property before it is let and keep a clear record.  In that way, you can prove any damage is caused by the tenant.

Our experienced property team is available for advice and assistance and we have offices in Northampton, Kettering and Market Harborough.  Contact us on 01604 622101 or email us at advice@bmtclaw.co.uk.


