Christmas Parties Top Tips from Brightspace Events
There are two main reasons why the company Christmas ‘do’ is going to be more of a thing in 2023 than ever before.  Firstly, a lot of businesses were forced to cancel their 2021 celebrations as Omicron emerged so there will be a strong desire to ‘make up for it’ now.  Secondly, as more and more of us are working from home, clever companies are looking for every opportunity to bring their workforce together again.  
Of course, budgets could be under threat due to rising costs across the board so here are our top tips for organising a memorable and motivational Christmas event.
1.  Book Early!  
With a lot of bookings already ‘bumped’ into 2022 from cancelled 2021 parties, a lot of venues will already be struggling with availability on the peak evenings.  You may still be able to get ‘early bird’ or discounted rates.  The later you leave it, the more expensive everything will get.  
2. Ask the Audience
Don’t assume that you know what your audience would value or enjoy. We’d recommend either a quick online survey with a few options – or informal chats in team meetings to gather ideas and feedback. 
3. Open your Mind
A ‘Christmas Party’ doesn’t have to feature turkey, paper hats or Shakin Stevens.  Pop up ice rinks, theatre shows, escape rooms or urban golf are just a few of the most popular group activities in December. 
You can also design a ‘pick and mix’ agenda including pre and post food and / or drinks to allow guests to come early and head home or settle in for the night!
4. Focus on Sustainability
Events generate huge amounts of waste and traditional Christmas events are no exception.  Some venues are much better than others, but if we all make sure we are at least asking the questions, eventually they will all have to up their game.   Focus on single use plastic, ditch the dreaded crackers and investigate their energy saving systems.  
5. Alternative Catering
As well as their being some wonderful street food style options nowadays, there’s also been a huge improvement in vegetarian and vegan alternatives.  This corresponds with the increase in number of people choosing not to eat meat – so make sure you’re properly catering for everyone.  It’s also kinder to the planet.
There is, of course, a serious side as you still have a duty of care towards the guests and anyone who is likely to be affected by their behaviour.  So set your alcohol policy carefully and make sure you have made it clear to your guests that they are in a professional setting – even if it’s a social occasion.  
If you would like to talk to Brightspace for ideas for your Christmas party – or to take advantage of their free venue finding services, you can call them on 01604 385178.
