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HMRC offers tips on avoiding Self-Assessment tax

scams

HMRC is giving information to taxpayers to help them avoid scams ahead of the Self-
Assessment deadline.

HMRC is warning millions of Self-Assessment taxpayers to be aware of fraudsters in the
run up to the 31 January deadline.

Over the last year, HMRC received almost 900,000 reports from the taxpayers about
suspicious HMRC contact, in the form of phone calls, texts or emails. Of these more

 UU aa

https://www.hawsons.co.uk/author/rmc/
https://www.hawsons.co.uk/category/service/personal-tax/
https://www.hawsons.co.uk/category/service/tax/
https://www.hawsons.co.uk/


26/02/2020 HMRC offers tips on avoiding Self-Assessment tax scams | Hawsons Chartered Accountants

https://www.hawsons.co.uk/hmrc-offers-tips-on-avoiding-self-assessment-tax-scams/ 2/4

than 100,000 were phone scams and over 620,000 reports related to bogus tax rebates.

According to HMRC the most common techniques fraudsters use include phoning
taxpayers o�ering a fake tax refund, or pretending to be HMRC by texting or emailing a
link to a false page, where their bank details and money will be stolen. Fraudsters are
also known to threaten victims with arrest or imprisonment if a bogus tax bill is not paid
immediately.

HMRC’s Customer Protection team identify and close down scams but taxpayers should
recognise the signs to avoid becoming victims. HMRC does not contact taxpayers asking
for their PIN, password or bank details. Taxpayers are warned that they should never
give out private information, reply to text messages, download attachments or click on
links in texts or emails which they are not expecting.

Remember the deadline for submitting your tax return is 31 January if you need any
assistance with this make sure you contact Hawsons today.

Internet link: GOV.UK news

How can we help

At Hawsons we have a dedicated team of specialist tax accountants at our o�ces in
She�eld, Doncaster, and Northampton. Hawsons has over 165 years of expertise in
accountancy and have a wealth of experience. At Hawsons we believe in a long-term
client relationship which is why we o�er all clients a free initial meeting.

If you would like to �nd out more about Hawsons visit our website here.

More from our tax experts
You can �nd all of our latest tax articles and tax resources here.

If you are looking for advice in a particular area, please get in touch with your usual
Hawsons contact.

Alternatively, we o�er all new clients a free initial meeting to have a discussion about
their own personal circumstances – �nd out more or book your free initial meeting
here. We have o�ces in She�eld, Doncaster and Northampton.
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Our offices

Pegasus House, 463a Glossop Road, She�eld, S10 2QD

5 Sidings Court, White Rose Way, Doncaster, DN4 5NU

Jubilee House, 32 Duncan Close, Moulton Park, Northampton, NN3 6WL

 Sheffield
0114 266 7141
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01302 367 262

Home | Notices and Regulatory | Privacy | Sitemap

 Northampton
01604 645 600

https://akismet.com/privacy/
https://www.hawsons.co.uk/preferences/
https://www.hlb.global/
https://www.hawsons.co.uk/sheffield-office/
https://www.hawsons.co.uk/sheffield-office/
https://www.hawsons.co.uk/doncaster-office/
https://www.hawsons.co.uk/doncaster-office/
https://www.hawsons.co.uk/
https://www.hawsons.co.uk/disclaimer/
https://www.hawsons.co.uk/privacy/
https://www.hawsons.co.uk/sitemap/
https://www.hawsons.co.uk/northampton-office/
https://www.hawsons.co.uk/northampton-office/

