
 

 

 

Top 10 Tips for Planning a Wedding Abroad 
 

It is a day you want to remember for the rest of your life, so many couples are now choosing to 
celebrate their wedding in a place to remember too – somewhere exotic, somewhere abroad. 

Here are Dragonfly Traveller’s Top Tips for planning a wedding abroad: 
 

1. Get a wedding planner who knows the area 
Consider enlisting the services of a wedding planner based in the country you are getting 
married. Not only will they know the area well, they will be able to speak the language and 
have suppliers as contacts. 
 

2. Make sure you are protected 
Book with a reputable travel agent or consultancy that is ATOL protected. This ensures that 
you don't lose any money paid out or become stranded abroad if your travel company 
collapses.  
 

3. Look at the legalities 
Take care to look into the legal documentation and licences you need to get married in your 
chosen country. Documents required can include a full passport with at least six months 
remaining on it, birth certificates, a decree absolute if divorced, a death certificate if you are 
widowed and adoption/deed poll certificates and a Single Status Statutory Declaration 
stamped by a solicitor. For more information visit http://www.gov.uk/marriage-abroad. 
 

4. Give guests plenty of notice 
Many couples want to share their day with family and friends. Let your guests know the date 
and destination well in advance so they can make arrangements and book time off – and be 
mindful of school term times. Going away for a wedding can take away the flexibility that 
comes with a usual holiday – dates can’t be moved, and accommodation needs to be in or 
very close to a specific region. 



5. What time of year should you get married? 
When deciding on the country you want to get married in, do your homework. Look, not just 
at the average temperatures for the months of the year, but also if they have rainy seasons 
or any religious festivals that coincide with your date. Look at flights for those dates. Would 
you be able to get cheaper flights if you moved the wedding back a week or so? 
 

6. Stag and hen parties 
Think about whether you want to host stag and hen parties ahead of the big day. This could 
be as simple as a civilised meal with all your friends and family, or separate hen and stag 
parties that involve bar crawls, cocktail making classes, shooting ranges or adventurous 
activities. Ensure this is all organised way in advance. Your hotel, travel consultant or  
 

7. The wedding dress 
Think carefully about your choice of wedding attire. Do you want to wear a linen suit or 
shorter bridal gown for a hot, beach wedding? Do you want to take your wedding dress with 
you onto a flight? If so, look into your airline’s protocols and procedures and if you would be 
expected to pay any additional charges. 
 

8. Have a honeymoon 
Why not extend your stay and bolt-on a honeymoon too? Or add a European city break on 
to your plans on your way back to the UK? Or how about joining a cruise? As travel PAs, we 
specialise in creating the holiday YOU want so can make pretty much anything you have in 
mind possible! 
 

9. Vaccinations 
Make sure you get all the vaccinations you need to travel in plenty of time and don’t leave 
them until just before you fly.  
 

10. Remember to include time for YOU! 
Remember that this is YOUR day. Think about what you want to include and happen as part 
of your wedding and the days around it. Do you want time out with your husband or wife-to-
be in the days running up to the wedding? How about a family meal in a top restaurant or 
hen and stag parties with friends? Ask your travel operator for recommendations and ideas. 

 

Dragonfly Traveller is a member of the award-winning The Global Travel Group and holidays are 
fully ATOL protected. For more information, call 01604 661100, email 
enquiries@dragonflytraveller.co.uk or visit www.dragonflytraveller.co.uk.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


